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The mission of the Halifax County Board of Commissioners is to provide leadership and support for an effective county
government that seeks to enhance the quality of life for the people of Halifax County.

Call to Order Chairman Vernon J. Bryant

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

Adoption of the Agenda

Conflict of Interest Chairman Vernon J. Bryant

In accordance with the Halifax County Board of Commissioners Rules of Procedures and N. C. G. S. Sec.153A-44, it is the duty of every member
present to vote on all matters coming before the Board, unless there is a conflict of interest as determined by the Board or by law.  Does any Board
member have any known conflict of interest with respect to any matters coming before the Board today?  If so, please identify the conflict and the
remaining Board members will vote to consider the requested excuse.

1. Coronavirus Disease 2019 (Covid-19) Update

A. Coronavirus Disease 2019 (Covid-19) Update Bruce L. Robistow, Health Director

2. Consent Agenda County Commissioners

A. Approval of Minutes

B. Budget Amendments

C. Property Tax Releases - July 2020

3. Special Recognitions

A. Resolution Honoring William Mahone V, President of Vidant
North Hospital

County Commissioners

B. Retirement Resolution - Kenneth L. Hux, Operations
Department

County Commissioners

4. Public Comment Period N. C. G. S. 153A - 52.1

A. Public Comment Period

5. Agenda Items

A. Halifax County Schools Lottery Funds Request Tony Alston, Halifax County Schools
B. First Christian Church, Late Exemption Application C. Shane Lynch, Tax Assessor

http://www.halifaxnc.com


6. Board Appointments

A. Board Appointments County Commissioners

7. Economic Development Report

A. Approval of Amended Memorandum of Understanding for the
Peanut Belt Rural Planning Organization

Cathy A. Scott, Executive Director

8. County Manager’s Report

A. Retirement Resolution - Paula Price, Department of Social
Services

Tony N. Brown, County Manager

9. County Attorney’s Report

A. Update on the General Junius Daniel Memorial M. Glynn Rollins, Jr., County Attorney

10. Other Business County Commissioners

A. Proclamation Honoring the Legacy of Sarah Keys Evans Vernon J. Bryant, Chairman

11. Closed Session County Commissioners

A. Approval of Closed Session Minutes

12. Adjournment - September 8, 2020 Regular Meeting at 9:30 A. M. County Commissioners

***
Accommodations for individuals with disabilities may be arranged by contacting

the County Manager's office at 252-583-1131 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
***



AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: Bruce L. Robistow, Health Director

PRESENTER: Bruce L. Robistow, Health Director

SUBJECT: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (Covid-19) Update
 

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
I will provide the most current information during my presentation.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description

No Attachments Available

TOTAL COST: COUNTY COST:

REQUEST:  



AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: Andrea H. Wiggins, MMC, Clerk to the Board/Assistant to the County Manager

SUBJECT: Approval of Minutes

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
Attached, please find draft minutes for your review.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
June 1, 2020 Board of Equalization and Review Meeting
June 1, 2020 Regular Meeting
June 15, 2020 Regular Meeting

TOTAL COST: COUNTY COST:

REQUEST: Approve the draft minutes. 
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Book 41, Page 659 

 

 

MINUTES 
HALIFAX COUNTY 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND REVIEW MEETING 
June 1, 2020 

 
Note to Reader:  Although the printed agenda document for this Board 
meeting is not part of these minutes, the agenda document provides 
background information on most all of the items discussed by the Board 
at this meeting.  The Clerk to the Board maintains the agenda document 
in accordance with the laws of North Carolina.  One may see a copy of 
the agenda for this meeting by contacting the Clerk to the Board. 

 
The Halifax County Board of Commissioners held a Board of Equalization and Review 

Meeting on Monday, June 1, 2020, at 9:30 A. M. in the Historic Courthouse, Halifax, North 
Carolina.   
 
PRESENT: Honorable J. Rives Manning, Jr., Vice Chairman   
  Honorable Carolyn C. Johnson  
  Honorable Marcelle O. Smith 
  Honorable Vernon J. Bryant, Chairman 
  Honorable Linda A. Brewer 
 
OTHERS: Tony N. Brown, County Manager 
  C. Shane Lynch, Clerk to the Board of Equalization and Review  
  Andrea H. Wiggins, MMC, Clerk to the Board/Assistant to the County Manager 
  M. Glynn Rollins, Jr., County Attorney  

Cathy A. Scott, Economic Development Director 
Mary W. Duncan, Finance Director  

  Michelle F. Moseley, Paralegal 
 
ABSENT:   Honorable T. Patrick W. Qualls 
  Dia H. Denton, Deputy County Manager 
 
1. Call to Order 
 

Chairman Bryant called the meeting to order.  
  
2. Conflict of Interest  

 
There were no conflict of interest noted by any member of the Board.   
 

3. Board of Equalization and Review Appeals Presentation 
 
C. Shane Lynch, Tax Assessor, Lynne Simeon, Tax Appraiser, Mark Connell, and Karen 

Connell were sworn in by Chairman Bryant. 
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A. Edward Pike, Parcels 0500202 and 0530106, Late Present Use Value Application 
 
C. Shane Lynch, Tax Assessor, addressed the Board stating that applications for present 

use value must be filed during the regular listing period, or within 30 days of a notice of a change 
in valuation, or within 60 days of a transfer of the land. The County listing period was from 
January 1, 2020 until February 14, 2020.  During the 2020 Present Use Value Audit, Mr. Pike 
realized that parcels 0500202 and 0530106 were not included in the audit and were not in the 
program.  Mr. Pike was advised that his application for parcels 0500202 and 0530106 would be 
late for 2020 and that he would have to request that it be approved by the Board.  Mr. Pike 
submitted an application.  The letter from Mr. Pike and the N. C. G. S. §105-277.4(a1) which 
addressed the late application process was provided for the Board’s review.  Approval from the 
Board of Equalization and Review to accept the late application for the 2020 tax year was the 
only recourse Mr. Pike had to receive present use value on parcels 0500202 and 0530106.  Mr. 
Pike met all the present use value requirements and had the application been received on time it 
would have been approved.  If approved, Mr. Pike was aware that this application was only for 
2020 and that he would have to submit a timely application for 2021.   
 

Commissioner Manning moved to approve the late present use value application 
regarding Edward Pike, parcels 0500202 and 0530106.  Commissioner Smith seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 

 
B. Mark and Karen Connell, Parcel 0911156, Value Appeal  

 
C. Shane Lynch, Tax Assessor, addressed the Board stating that Mark and Karen Connell 

appealed their assessed value of parcel 0911156 informally on January 15, 2020.  After he and 
Lynne Simeon, Tax Appraiser, reviewed the property and the information provided by Mr. and 
Mrs. Connell it was apparent that there was not enough evidence to adjust the assessed value.  
On March 6, 2020, Mr. and Mrs. Connell appealed that decision before the Halifax County 
Board of Equalization and Review.  Mr. Lynch provided the Board with documentation 
regarding both appeal letters which included the documentation provided as evidence from Mr. 
and Mrs. Connell, the notice of no value change, the appellant's property tax card, and the Board 
of Equalization and Review procedures.  Mr. Lynch reviewed the 2020 Schedule of Values effect 
on the parcel, a price per square foot comparison of the appellants' comparable properties, and 
photos of the comparable properties.  Mr. Lynch requested that the Board determine whether  
Mr. and Mrs. Connell had presented sufficient evidence that their property was valued 
incorrectly and that it substantially exceeded the true market value as of the effective date of the 
most recent reappraisal on January 1, 2020. 

 
Mark and Karen Connell, 212 Harvest Road, Roanoke Rapids, addressed the Board and 

reviewed the letter that was sent to the Tax Department on March 6, 2020 regarding the 
inaccuracy of the new appraisal value as their home had not increased in value.  The following 
reasons were sited:  There had been no home improvements or additions to the property, no new 
single family homes constructed in the neighborhood, the road leading to their home had not 
been paved since 2006, the recent sales of homes in the neighborhood, and the construction of a 
low income apartments that were built in close proximity to their property. 
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Commissioner Manning moved to deny the appeal of Mark and Karen Connell, parcel 
0911156, and to approve the 2020 Assessed Value in the amount of $169,500, as presented by 
the Tax Department.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by 
voice vote. 

 
4. Adjournment Pursuant to N. C. G. S. 105-322(f)  
 

Commissioner Manning moved to adjourn the Board of Equalization and Review 
Meeting.  Commissioner Brewer seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 

 
                                                                        _________________________________________ 

Vernon J. Bryant, Chairman 
      Halifax County Board of Equalization and Review 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Andrea H. Wiggins, MMC, NCCCC, Clerk to the Board  
Halifax County Board of Equalization and Review 
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MINUTES 

HALIFAX COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 
JUNE 1, 2020 

  
Note to Reader:  Although the printed agenda document for this Board 
meeting is not part of these minutes, the agenda document provides 
background information on most all of the items discussed by the Board 
at this meeting.  The Clerk to the Board maintains the agenda document 
in accordance with the laws of North Carolina.  One may see a copy of 
the agenda for this meeting by contacting the Clerk to the Board. 

 
The Halifax County Board of Commissioners held a Regular Meeting on Monday, June 

1, 2020, at 9:30 A. M. in the Historic Courthouse, Halifax, North Carolina.   
 
PRESENT: Honorable J. Rives Manning, Jr., Vice Chairman   
  Honorable Carolyn C. Johnson  
  Honorable Marcelle O. Smith 
  Honorable Vernon J. Bryant, Chairman 
  Honorable Linda A. Brewer 
 
OTHERS: Tony N. Brown, County Manager   
  Andrea H. Wiggins, MMC, Clerk to the Board/Assistant to the County Manager 
  M. Glynn Rollins, Jr., County Attorney  

Cathy A. Scott, Economic Development Director 
Mary W. Duncan, Finance Director  
Christina Wells, Senior Management Analyst 

  Michelle F. Moseley, Paralegal 
 
ABSENT:   Honorable T. Patrick W. Qualls 
  Dia H. Denton, Deputy County Manager 
 
Call to Order 
 

Chairman Bryant called the meeting to order.  
 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Chairman Bryant provided the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was then recited. 
 

Adoption of the Agenda 
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 Tony N. Brown, County Manager, requested the deletion of Item 1B. Property Tax 
Releases - May 2020.  Chairman Bryant requested the addition of Item 10C. 2020 Census and 
that all other items be numbered subsequently.    
 
 Commissioner Manning moved to adopt the agenda as amended.  Commissioner Johnson 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 
  
Conflict of Interest 

 
There was no conflict of interest noted by any member of the Board.  
 

1. Consent Agenda   
 

 Commissioner Brewer moved to approve the following items on the consent agenda.  
Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 

A. Budget Amendments 
 
 Mary W. Duncan, Finance Director, requested that the Board approve a list of budget 
amendments, which is attached to these minutes as Attachment A.  
 
 B. BJA Coronavirus Supplemental Funding Grant 
 

Sheriff S. Wes Tripp, Sheriff’s Office, requested that the Board approve the submission 
of the BJA Coronavirus Supplemental Funding Grant application, the receipt of funds if 
awarded, and to authorize the appropriate staff to execute the documents. 
 

C. Truist Signature Designations Resolutions 
            
 Mary W. Duncan, Finance Director, requested that the Board adopt the Truist Signature 
Designations Resolutions, which are attached to these minutes as Attachment B.    
     
 D. Authorization for the Continuation of Current Bank Accounts  

          
 Mary W. Duncan, Finance Director, requested that the Board approve a list of bank 
accounts now open with various banking institutions.  
  
 E.  Authorization to Prepare Budget Amendments to Prevent Deficit Spending  
 
 Mary W. Duncan, Finance Director, requested that the Board approve the authorization to 
prepare year end budget amendments for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020 in order to prevent 
deficit spending. 
 

F. Capital, Grant, and Bond Project Ordinances, and School Capital Funds to be 
Carried Forward 
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 Mary W. Duncan, Finance Director, requested that the Board approve the Capital, Grant, 
and Bond Project Ordinances, and School Capital Funds to be carried forward. 
 
3. Public Comment Period N. C. G. S. §153A - 52.1 

 
 There were no public comments.  
 
4. Public Hearing  
 

A. Halifax County FY 2020-2021 Budget 
 
 Tony N. Brown, County Manager, addressed the Board and reviewed the budget process 
and the amendments to Halifax County FY 2020-2021 Budget Ordinance.  He advised that at the 
May 18, 2020 Regular Meeting, the proposed FY 2020-2021 Budget was presented to the Board 
and laid on the table for 10 days. 
 
 Chairman Bryant inquired if there were any questions from the Board regarding the 
Halifax County FY 2020-2021 Budget.  With there being no questions from the Board, 
Commissioner Johnson moved to open the public hearing.  Commissioner Manning seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.   

 
Chairman Bryant inquired if there were any comments from the public regarding the 

Halifax County FY 2020-2021 Budget.   
 
After comments were received from William A. Hodge, 425 Rightmyer Drive, Roanoke 

Rapids, Commissioner Smith moved that the public hearing be closed.  Commissioner Manning 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
5. Agenda Items 
 
 A. Halifax County Schools Lottery Funds Request  
 

Tony Alston, Halifax County Schools Director of School Operations, addressed the 
Board requesting lottery funds in the amount of $150,000 to renovate the athletic track at the 
Southeast Halifax Collegiate Preparatory Academy. 

 
Commissioner Brewer moved to approve the Halifax County Schools lottery funds 

request in the amount of $150,000 to renovate the athletic track at the Southeast Halifax 
Collegiate Preparatory Academy.  Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously by voice vote. 

 
B. Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Update  
 

 Bruce L. Robistow, Public Health Director, provided a brief presentation regarding the 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19).  As of May 28, 2020, the Halifax County Health 
Department was aware of 1,169 COVID-19 confirmed tests performed on Halifax County 
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residents as follows:  177 positive cases, 123 patients recovered, 2 pending tests, and 867 known 
negative test results.  He recommended that the County not forget the importance of following 
the Governor’s Executive Orders and practice appropriate social distancing, handwashing, 
respiratory hygiene, and to wear a facial covering.  He also recommended that everyone follow 
the three w’s as follows:  wear a mask or face covering, wait 6 feet apart and avoid close contact, 
and wash hands regularly.  Mr. Robistow advised that growing evidence showed that cloth face 
coverings, when worn consistently, can decrease the spread of COVID-19, especially among 
people who are not yet showing symptoms of the virus. 

 
C. Child Fatality Prevention Team Annual Report 

 
Bruce L. Robistow, Public Health Director, addressed the Board requesting that the Child 

Fatality Prevention Team Annual Report be deferred until the next meeting.   
 
 It was the consensus of the Board to defer action on the Child Fatality Prevention Team 

Annual Report until the July 13, 2020 Regular Meeting. 
 

D. Resolution to Extend Time for Enforcement of the Halifax County Dog Tethering 
Ordinance 

 
Bruce L. Robistow, Public Health Director, addressed the Board stating that during the 

December 2, 2019 Regular Meeting, the Board adopted certain amendments to Article I, Chapter 
14, of the Halifax County Code of Ordinances, entitled Animals, effective on January 1, 2020. 
The amended ordinance addressed adequate space, shelter and confinement for dogs, and 
specifically, banned the tethering of dogs.  Formal enforcement of the No Tethering Ordinance 
was deferred until July 1, 2020, to allow time to educate County residents regarding no tethering 
and for residents to have time to have kennels that would meet the minimum guidelines for 
confining a dog.  Only warning citations had been issued during this grace period, which was set 
to expire on June 30, 2020.  County citizens were doing well regarding the transition to no 
tethering, and Animal Control Officers continued to educate and remind citizens of the 
ordinance.  However, the COVID-19 pandemic had placed a financial strain on many citizens, 
making it difficult for some to comply with the no tethering ordinance.  Mr. Robistow requested 
that the Board adopt the resolution to extend time for the enforcement of the Halifax County Dog 
Tethering Ordinance, which is attached to these minutes as Attachment C.   
  

Commissioner Smith moved to adopt the resolution to extend the time for the 
enforcement of the Halifax County Dog Tethering Ordinance.  Commissioner Brewer seconded 
the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 

 
6. Board Appointments  
 
Adult Care Home Advisory Committee 

 
Commissioner Johnson moved to reappoint Hattie Staton to serve on the Adult Care 

Home Advisory Committee, term expiring June 30, 2023.  Commissioner Brewer seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 
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Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

 
Commissioner Brewer moved to reappoint Tyrone Williams to serve on the Alcoholic 

Beverage Control Board, term expiring June 30, 2023.  Commissioner Manning seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 
Economic Development Board  

 
Commissioner Manning moved to waive the term limit and reappoint Ronnie Locke and 

Benjamin Sledge to serve on the Economic Development Board, terms expiring June 30, 2023.  
Commissioner Bryant seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 
Halifax Community College Board of Trustees  
 

Commissioner Manning moved to appoint Byron Waters to serve on the Halifax 
Community College Board of Trustees, term expiring June 30, 2024.  Commissioner Brewer 
seconded the motion.  After a brief discussion was held regarding the historical process and 
procedure of receiving recommendations from the Halifax Community College Board of 
Trustees instead of from a resigning member. 

 
 By a show of hands, the votes were as follows: 
 
 Commissioner Manning Aye 
 Commissioner Johnson No 
 Commissioner Smith  No 
 Commissioner Bryant  Aye 
 Commissioner Brewer Aye 
 

Commissioner Johnson and Commissioner Smith advised that their dissenting vote was 
not regarding the capabilities of Byron Water; however, historically a letter of recommendation 
was received from the Halifax Community College Board of Trustees which was not the case 
with this appointment. 

 
Halifax County Council on Aging   
 

Commissioner Smith moved to reappoint Helen Bush to serve on the Halifax County 
Council on Aging, term expiring June 30, 2023.  Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously by voice vote. 

 
Commissioner Manning moved to waive the term limits and reappoint Brenda Ausby, 

James Walden, and Gail Walker to serve on the Halifax County Council on Aging, terms 
expiring June 30, 2023.  Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously by voice vote. 

 
Health Board  
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Commissioner Manning moved to appoint Dr. Luis E. Rodriguez to fill the unexpired 

term of Dr. Carol Anne Rupe on the Health Board, term expiring December 31, 2021.  
Commissioner Brewer seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Library Board 
  

Commissioner Manning moved to reappoint Betty Freuler and Delores Harvey-Amason 
to serve on the Library Board, terms expiring June 30, 2023.  Commissioner Johnson seconded 
the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 

 
Commissioner Smith moved to appoint Joseph W. Cotton, III, to fill the unexpired term 

of Robert Alexander on the Library Board, term expiring June 30, 2021.  Commissioner Brewer 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Nursing Home Advisory Committee   
 
 Commissioner Manning moved to reappoint Clarence Pender and Isabelle Pender to 
serve on the Nursing Home Advisory Committee, terms expiring June 30, 2023.  Commissioner 
Johnson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voiced vote. 
 
Regional Aging Advisory Council   
 
 Commissioner Brewer moved to reappoint Greg Browning and Jennifer Fields to serve 
on the Regional Aging Advisory Council, terms expiring June 30, 2022.  Commissioner Johnson 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voiced vote. 
 
Roanoke Canal Commission  
 

Commissioner Manning moved to reappoint Greg Brown to serve on the Roanoke Canal 
Commission, term expiring June 30, 2023.  Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously by voiced vote. 
 
Social Services Board   
 
 Commissioner Manning moved to reappoint Elease Frederick to serve on the Social 
Services Board, term expiring June 30, 2023.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously by voiced vote. 
 
Upper Coastal Plain Board of Directors  
 

Commissioner Manning moved to reappoint Tony Brown, Dia Denton, Barbara 
Simmons, and Marcelle Smith to serve on the Upper Coastal Plain Board of Directors, terms 
expiring June 30, 2022.  Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously by voice vote.   
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Commissioner Manning moved to appoint Christina Wells to serve on the Upper Coastal 

Plain Board of Directors, term expiring June 30, 2022.  Commissioner Brewer seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.   

 
7. Economic Development Report 
 

Cathy A. Scott, Economic Development Director, addressed the Board and provided a 
brief PowerPoint presentation regarding the monthly Halifax County Economic Development 
Commission Activity Report. 

 
A. Resolution Supporting the Acquisition and Development of the S-Line and SA-

Line Rail Corridors 
 
Cathy A. Scott, Economic Development Director, addressed the Board requesting the 

adoption of a resolution of support requested by the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation for the acquisition and development of the rail corridors referred to as the S-Line 
and SA-Line.  The development of the S-Line and SA-Line corridors would support and promote 
economic development in communities along the corridor and provide greater access to jobs, 
healthcare, and education as well as expand movement of both goods and people.  Mrs. Scott 
recommended that the Board adopt the resolution of the Halifax County Board of 
Commissioners supporting the acquisition and development of the rail corridors referred to as the 
S-Line and SA-Line for the benefits of improved passenger rail, improved freight movement, 
improved commuting options, and economic development, which is attached to these minutes as 
Attachment D.   

 
Commissioner Smith moved to adopt the resolution of the Halifax County Board of 

Commissioners supporting the acquisition and development of the rail corridors referred to as the 
S-Line and SA-Line for the benefits of improved passenger rail, improved freight movement, 
improved commuting options, and economic development and to amend the resolution to reflect 
that the Board does not support the use of the SA-Line as a part of the high speed rail corridor 
and that the SA-Line be reserved for freight and normal passenger rail.  Commissioner Brewer 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 

 
The votes were as follows: 

 
 Commissioner Manning No  
 Commissioner Johnson Aye 
 Commissioner Smith Aye 
 Commissioner Bryant Aye 
 Commissioner Brewer Aye 

 
Commissioner Manning stated that his dissenting vote was due to having one resolution 

instead of two separate resolutions regarding this matter.   
 

8. County Manager’s Report   
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A. Halifax County ABC Board Travel Policy 
 
Tony N. Brown, County Manager, addressed the Board and requested approval of the 

Halifax County ABC Board Travel Policy. 
 
Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the Halifax County ABC Board Travel Policy.  

Commissioner Brewer seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
B. Retirement Resolution - Emmanuel Whitaker, Cooperative Extension  

 
Tony N. Brown, County Manager, read and requested that the Board adopt the retirement 

resolution in recognition of Emmanuel Whitaker, Cooperative Extension, which is attached to 
these minutes as Attachment E.  

 
Commissioner Manning moved to adopt the retirement resolution honoring Emmanuel 

Whitaker, Cooperative Extension.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously by voice vote.  

 
  C. Town of Hobgood Fireworks Display  
 

Tony N. Brown, County Manager, requested that the Board authorize Danny Ellis to 
discharge and operate an outdoor pyrotechnics display for the Hobgood Volunteer Fire 
Department, Inc., contingent upon the approval of a valid operator’s permit from the North 
Carolina Office of State Fire Marshal and meeting all relevant North Carolina Fire Code 
requirements.  

 
Commissioner Brewer moved to authorize Danny Ellis to discharge and operate an 

outdoor pyrotechnics display for the Hobgood Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., contingent upon 
the approval of a valid operator’s permit from the North Carolina Office of State Fire Marshal 
and meeting all relevant North Carolina Fire Code requirements.  Commissioner Manning 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 

 
D.   North Carolina Pandemic Recovery Office Coronavirus Relief Fund Halifax 

County Plan 
 
Tony N. Brown, County Manager, presented the North Carolina Pandemic Recovery 

Office Coronavirus Relief Fund application to the Board.  The State of North Carolina received 
$4.066 Million in aid to address the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Halifax County's portion of this 
Coronavirus Relief Fund was in the amount of $1,063,679.   

 
The funds must be used to address measures or expenses directly related to COVID-19 

incurred between March 1, 2020 and December 30, 2020.  The funds may also be distributed to 
each of the seven municipalities based on a formula of $10 per capita.  A conference call with 
the municipalities would be held to discuss how the funds could be distributed and the criteria by 
which the funding may be used.  The County was required to submit a plan to the North Carolina 
Pandemic Recovery Office by June 15, 2020. 
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E.  Halifax County Board of Commissioners Meeting Room Arrangement due to 

Coronavirus COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
Tony N. Brown, County Manager, addressed the Board and provided a brief update 

regarding the limited access to the Board of Commissioners Meeting Room to include six feet of 
social distancing in the pews.  The Board of Commissioners Meeting Room was measured to 
ensure anyone sitting in the audience would have at least six feet of space between each person, 
which was marked by blue tape located on the back of the pews.  Persons in attendance would 
only be allowed to sit in the blue areas and also in the four individual seats in the rear of the 
room. This layout would allow up to 14 physical attendees during the meeting.  There would 
continue to be chairs set up in the hallway to allow attendees greater than the allowable 14.  
There would not be any changes to the seating arrangement of the Board.  

 
9. County Attorney’s Report   
 

A. Resolution Authorizing the County Manager to Apply for Certain Grants and 
Related Matters 

   
M. Glynn Rollins, Jr., County Attorney, addressed the Board requesting the adoption of a 

resolution authorizing the County Manager to apply for certain grants and related matters, which 
is attached to these minutes as Attachment F. 

 
Commissioner Smith moved to adopt a resolution authorizing the County Manager to 

apply for certain grants and related matters.  Commissioner Manning seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously by voice vote 

 
10. Other Business 
 

A. Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Testing  
 

Commissioner Johnson addressed the Board stating that Senator Milton F. “Toby” Fitch, 
Jr., would like to hold COVID-19 testing in some of the underserved areas of the County such as 
Hollister and Hobgood by possibly bringing in mobile units that could travel from one area to 
another.  Commissioner Johnson stated that once further information was received it would be 
provided to the Board. 
 
 B. Resolution Honoring Halifax County Centenarian Ruth Hilliard 
 

Chairman Bryant requested that the Board adopt a resolution honoring Halifax County 
Centenarian Ruth Hilliard, which is attached to these minutes as Attachment G. 

 
Commissioner Smith moved to adopt the resolution honoring Halifax County 

Centenarian Ruth Hilliard.  Commissioner Brewer seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously by voice vote.  

 
C. 2020 Census      
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Chairman Bryant addressed the Board regarding the 2020 Census and explained how 

important it was to spread the word in the communities and churches encouraging everyone to 
complete the 2020 Census.  He explained how important it was to be counted as the 2020 Census 
provided education funding, public safety, transportation and roads, housing assistance, local 
infrastructure, and community development.  He encouraged everyone to complete the 2020 
Census, which could be completed by phone, mail, and online. 

 
11.  Closed Session  
 

Commissioner Manning moved that Closed Session be entered pursuant to N. C. G. S. 
§143-318.11(a) to discuss (3) To consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public 
body in order to preserve the attorney-client privilege between the attorney and the public body, 
which privilege is hereby acknowledged.  (5) To establish, or to instruct the public body’s staff 
or negotiating agents concerning the position to be taken by or on behalf of the public body in 
negotiating (i) the price and other material terms of a contract or proposed contract for the 
acquisition of real property by purchase, option, exchange, or lease.  Commissioner Brewer 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.   

 
Commissioner Smith moved to return to Regular Session.  Commissioner Manning 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 

2. Special Recognition  
 

A. Lieutenant Steven Casey and Sergeant Harold Phillips  
 

Commissioner Smith moved that the special recognition of Lieutenant Steven Casey and 
Sergeant Harold Phillips be deferred until the July 13, 2020 Regular Meeting.  Commissioner 
Brewer seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 

 
12. Adjourn until June 15, 2020 Regular Meeting  

 
With there being no further matter to come before the Board, Commissioner Smith 

moved to adjourn the meeting until the June 15, 2020 Regular Meeting.  Commissioner Brewer 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.    
 
 

__________________________________ 
                                                                                    Vernon J. Bryant, Chairman 
       Halifax County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Andrea H. Wiggins, MMC, NCCCC, Clerk to the Board 
Halifax County Board of Commissioners 
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MINUTES 

HALIFAX COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 
JUNE 15, 2020 

 
Note to Reader:  Although the printed agenda document for this Board 
meeting is not part of these minutes, the agenda document provides 
background information on most all of the items discussed by the Board 
at this meeting.  The Clerk to the Board maintains the agenda document 
in accordance with the laws of North Carolina.  One may see a copy of the 
agenda for this meeting by contacting the Clerk to the Board. 

 
The Halifax County Board of Commissioners held a Regular Meeting on Monday, June 

15, 2020, at 9:30 A. M. in the Historic Courthouse, Halifax, North Carolina.   
 

PRESENT: Honorable J. Rives Manning, Jr., Vice Chairman   
  Honorable Carolyn C. Johnson  
  Honorable Marcelle O. Smith  
  Honorable Vernon J. Bryant, Chairman 
  Honorable Linda A. Brewer 
 
OTHERS: Tony N. Brown, County Manager   
  Andrea H. Wiggins, MMC, Clerk to the Board/Assistant to the County Manager 
  M. Glynn Rollins, Jr., County Attorney  

Cathy A. Scott, Economic Development Director 
Dia H. Denton, Deputy County Manager  
Mary W. Duncan, Finance Director  
Christina Wells, Senior Management Analyst 

  Michelle F. Moseley, Paralegal 
 
ABSENT:   Honorable T. Patrick W. Qualls 
 
Call to Order 
 

Chairman Bryant called the meeting to order. 
 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 Commissioner Johnson provided the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was then 
recited. 
 
Adoption of the Agenda 
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Commissioner Brewer moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Commissioner Johnson 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 

Conflict of Interest 
 

There was no conflict of interest noted by any member of the Board. 
  

1. Consent Agenda  
 
 Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the following consent agenda.  Commissioner 
Manning seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 
  

A. 2021 Home and Community Care Block Grant  
 

Rose B. Lewis, Human Resources Management, Aging Services, requested that the Board 
approve the submission of the 2021 Home and Community Care Block Grant application, the 
receipt of funds if awarded, and to authorize the appropriate staff to execute the documents. 
 
2. Agenda Item  

 
A. Halifax County FY 2020-2021 Budget Ordinance Adoption   

 
Tony N. Brown, County Manager, addressed the Board and provided a brief review of the 

budget process and thanked the Board and County staff for their support.  It was requested that the 
Board adopt the Halifax County FY 2020-2021 Budget Ordinance, which is attached to these 
minutes as Attachment A.  The Board of Commissioners thanked the members of the Board and 
the County Manager and staff for all their hard work regarding the preparation of the FY 2020-
2021 Budget.   
 
 Commissioner Brewer moved to adopt the Halifax County FY 2020-2021 Budget 
Ordinance.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.   
 
 Commissioner Smith moved to approve the Halifax County Schedule of Fees.   
Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
3. Other Business 
  

A. Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Testing  
 

Commissioner Johnson addressed the Board stating that Senator Milton F. “Toby” Fitch, 
Jr., Bruce Robistow, Health Director, and Dr. Eric Cunningham, Halifax County Schools 
Superintendent, had partnered together to hold a drive thru COVID-19 testing site on June 25, 
2020 at the Hollister Elementary Leadership Academy.   

 
4. Closed Session  
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Commissioner Smith moved that Closed Session be entered pursuant to N. C. G. S. §143-

318.11(a) to discuss (3) Legal and (4) Economic Development Matters.  Commissioner Brewer 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.    

 
Commissioner Smith moved to return to Regular Session.  Commissioner Johnson 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 

5. Other Business 
 
 Commissioner Smith addressed the Board and requested a full report from the County 
Manager regarding the resources, equipment, and funds required to ensure that the backup 911 
Center located in Roanoke Rapids was functional and met all the requirements of a public safety 
answering point.   
 
6. Adjourn until the July 13, 2020 Regular Meeting  
 

With there being no further matters to come before the Board, Commissioner Smith moved 
to adjourn the meeting until the July 13, 2020 Regular Meeting.  Commissioner Brewer seconded 
the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.    
 
 

__________________________________ 
                                                                             Vernon J. Bryant, Chairman 
        Halifax County Board of Commissioners 
 
 

_____________________________________________ 
Andrea H. Wiggins, MMC, NCCCC, Clerk to the Board  
Halifax County Board of Commissioners 
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AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: Mary W. Duncan, Finance Director

SUBJECT: Budget Amendments

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
Attached, please find a copy of the budget amendments which transfer funds between accounts or changes the originally
adopted budget due to increases and/or decreases as a result of federal/state funding authorizations, fees or insurance
reimbursements.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
BA Coversheet
BA for August 10th

TOTAL COST:$0 COUNTY COST:$0

REQUEST: Approve presented Budget Amendments 



Budget Amendments Fiscal Year 20-21 August 10, 2020

1
General  Fund - Adjust Indirect Cost for Solid Waste per the Cost 

Allocation Plan 5,699.00$        

2
Operations - Historic Courthouse - Transfer funds for Postage 

from EMS FY 21 1,000.00          

3
General Government - Appropriate Revaluation Fund Balance for 

FY 21 350,000.00      

4
Health - Budget additional WIC revenue which must be spent by 

September 30, 2020 30,845.12        

5
Health - Budget funds for new grant from  NC Central University:   

Halo Hands 20,000.00        

6 Health - Budget funds for new grant:  Catch My Breath 10,000.00        

7
DSS - Budget additional revenue for Crisis per Funding 

Authorization #1 47,596.00        

8
DSS - Budget additional revenue for Crisis per Funding 

Authorization #2 336,017.00      

9
EMS - Transfer funds for Postage from EMS to Operations - 

Historic Courthouse,  FY 21 1,000.00          

10
Reassessment Fund - Appropriate Revaluation Fund Balance for  

use in General Fund Tax Revaluation FY 21 350,000.00      

11
Covid - 19 - Budget additional funds from NCPRO and share with 

municipalities 1,642,647.00   

Approved:  August 10, 2020

_________________________

            Vernon J. Bryant
                      Chairman

























AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: Doris Hawkins, Halifax County Tax Collector

SUBJECT: Property Tax Releases - July 2020

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
Report will be provided after the month-end process is completed on the last business day of the month.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description

No Attachments Available

TOTAL COST: COUNTY COST:

REQUEST: Approve the July 2020 property tax releases. 



AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: Vernon J. Bryant, Chairman

PRESENTER: County Commissioners

SUBJECT: Resolution Honoring William Mahone V, President of Vidant North Hospital

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
Attached, please find a resolution honoring William Mahone V, President of Vidant North Hospital.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
William Mahone V, President of Vidant North Hospital

TOTAL COST: COUNTY COST:

REQUEST: Adopt the resolution honoring William Mahone V, President of Vidant North Hospital. 





AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: Renee Perry, HRM Director

PRESENTER: County Commissioners

SUBJECT: Retirement Resolution - Kenneth L. Hux, Operations Department

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
Please recognize Kenneth L. Hux for his years of service to Halifax County Government.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Retirement Resolution - Kenneth L. Hux, Operations Department

TOTAL COST: COUNTY COST:

REQUEST: Adopt the retirement resolution  for Kenneth L. Hux, Operations Department. 





AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: Andrea H. Wiggins, MMC, NCCCC, Clerk to the Board/Assistant to the County Manager

SUBJECT: Public Comment Period

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
Attached, please find the Public Comment Period Statement.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Public Comment Period Statement

TOTAL COST: COUNTY COST:

REQUEST:  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 OPENING STATEMENT  
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 
 

 As required by G.S. 153A-52.1, the Halifax County Board of Commissioners 
provides a public comment period once a month as an item of business on its regular 
meeting agenda.  Now is the scheduled time for the public comment period.   
 

When I call your name, please come to the podium, state your name and address, 
and begin speaking.  You will have three minutes to address the board.  If you have 
documents that you want to give to the board, please hand those out before going to the 
podium.   
 
 I will not go over the rules for the public comment period because they were posted 
by the door of this room.  By signing up to speak, you have acknowledged that you are 
familiar with the rules and that you will abide by them.   
 
 We will do our best to hear from everyone who has signed up to speak, but if we are 
unable to accommodate everyone in the time allotted, you will be invited to speak during 
our next public comment period, at which time you will be given priority without having to 
sign up again.   
 

We appreciate your interest in Halifax County government, and we look forward to 
hearing from you. 
 
 At this time, I invite our first speaker to come to the podium and give us your 
remarks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: Tony Alston, Halifax County Schools

PRESENTER: Tony Alston, Halifax County Schools

SUBJECT: Halifax County Schools Lottery Funds Request

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
Attached, please find the Halifax County Schools Lottery Funds Request.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Halifax County Schools Lottery Funds Request

TOTAL COST: COUNTY COST:

REQUEST: Approve the Halifax County Schools Lottery Funds Requests. 







AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: C. Shane Lynch, Tax Assessor

PRESENTER: C. Shane Lynch, Tax Assessor

SUBJECT: First Christian Church, Late Exemption Application for part of Parcel 1205261 (5.00 Acres and Buildings)

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
The Tax Department has reviewed First Christian Church's application and had it been received before the deadline, the
request for exemption/exclusion would have been approved. The deadline is the listing period, which in Halifax County for
2020 ended February 14, 2020.

See the attached letter and application from First Christian Church for further details. Also attached is NCGS 105-278.3
and 105-278.5 noting the criteria to be met for this exclusion and 105-282.1(a1) which addresses the late application issue.

I would like to note that this application isn't to exempt the entire 24.4 acres of parcel 1205261. The Tax Department will
only exempt 5 acres and all buildings that are utilized for religious purposes and assemblies.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH LETTER AND STATUTES

TOTAL COST: COUNTY COST:

REQUEST: The Halifax County Commissioner's approval of a late application to be submitted for the 2020 tax year is the
only recourse First Christian Church has to obtain this property tax exclusion for the 2020 tax year. If
approved, First Christian Church is aware that this application is only good for 2020 and that they will have to
submit a timely application for 2021. 





















AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: Andrea H. Wiggins, MMC, NCCCC, Clerk to the Board/Assistant to the County Manager

PRESENTER: County Commissioners

SUBJECT: Board Appointments

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
Attached, please find the Board Appointments.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Board Appointments Requiring Action
Board Vacancies Without Recommendations
September 2020 Board Appointments

TOTAL COST: COUNTY COST:

REQUEST: Approve the Board Appointments that require action. 































































































AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: Cathy A. Scott, Executive Director

PRESENTER: Cathy A. Scott, Executive Director

SUBJECT: Approval of Amended Memorandum of Understanding for the Peanut Belt Rural Planning Organization

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
The Amended Memorandum of Understanding amends the Memorandum of Understanding adopted on June 1, 2009. The
current Amendment was presented by the NC Department of Transportation (NCDOT) to the Peanut Belt RPO Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC) in October of 2017 and was approved by TAC for distribution to the counties for their
adoption. Staff can find no evidence of the current Amendment being presented to or approved by the Halifax County
Board of Commissioners. The modifications included in the Amendment relate primarily to ensuring compliance with current
(at the time) state and federal regulations and RPO procedures. Copies of the previously adopted MOU’s are attached for
your reference.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Approval of Amended Memorandum of Understanding for the Peanut Belt Rural Planning Organization

TOTAL COST:$0 COUNTY COST:$0

REQUEST: Adopt the Amended Memorandum of Understanding for Cooperative, Comprehensive and Continuing
Transportation Planning and the Establishment of a Rural Transportation Planning Organization (RPO).  



































AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: Renee Perry, HRM Director

PRESENTER: Tony N. Brown, County Manager

SUBJECT: Retirement Resolution - Paula Price, Department of Social Services 

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
Please recognize Paula T. Price for her years of service to Halifax County. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Retirement Resolution - Paula Price - Social Services

TOTAL COST: COUNTY COST:

REQUEST: Adopt the Retirement Resolution for Paula Price, Department of Social Services.  





AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: M. Glynn Rollins, Jr., County Attorney

PRESENTER: M. Glynn Rollins, Jr., County Attorney

SUBJECT: Update on the General Junius Daniel Memorial 

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
On July 13, 2020, Mr. Rodney Pierce appeared before the Board to request that you consider the relocation of the boulder
and commemorative plaque on the front lawn of the Historic Courthouse honoring Confederate General Junius Daniel.  The
County Attorney will update you on his findings regarding the memorial and your options with respect to its relocation. 
Relevant documents are attached to this agenda item.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Program_November 15, 1929
Minutes of the NC Historical Commission
News Article_Roanoke Rapids Herald
Minutes_Halifax County Commissioners
Email from Rodney Pierce
Minutes_Halifax Chapter_UDC

TOTAL COST:Not determined COUNTY COST:Not determined

REQUEST: No specific recommendation is made at this time.  County staff look forward to your direction regarding this
request. 















































































AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: Vernon J. Bryant, Board of Commissioners Chairman

PRESENTER: Vernon J. Bryant, Chairman

SUBJECT: Proclamation Honoring the Legacy of Sarah Keys Evans

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
Attached, please find a proclamation honoring the legacy of Sarah Keys Evans for your approval.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Proclamation Honoring the Legacy of Sarah Keys Evans

TOTAL COST: COUNTY COST:

REQUEST: Adopt the proclamation honoring the legacy of Sarah Keys Evans.
 





AGENDA
Halifax County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
TO: Halifax County Board of Commissioners

FROM: Andrea H. Wiggins, MMC, Clerk to the Board/Assistant to the County Manager

PRESENTER: County Commissioners

SUBJECT: Approval of Closed Session Minutes

DATE: August 10, 2020 Regular Meeting

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
The draft minutes of the June 1, 2020 and June 15, 2020 Closed Session Meetings have been previously provided for your
review and approval.  A copy of these minutes will also be provided during the meeting.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description

No Attachments Available

TOTAL COST: COUNTY COST:

REQUEST: Approve the Closed Session Minutes.
 


	Meeting Agenda
	Coronavirus Disease 2019 (Covid-19) Update
	Approval of Minutes
	Budget Amendments
	Property Tax Releases - July 2020
	Resolution Honoring William Mahone V, President of Vidant North Hospital
	Retirement Resolution - Kenneth L. Hux, Operations Department
	Public Comment Period
	Halifax County Schools Lottery Funds Request
	First Christian Church, Late Exemption  Application
	Board Appointments
	Approval of Amended Memorandum of Understanding for the Peanut Belt Rural Planning Organization
	Retirement Resolution - Paula Price, Department of Social Services
	Update on the General Junius Daniel Memorial
	Proclamation Honoring the Legacy of Sarah Keys Evans
	Approval of Closed Session Minutes

